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This section of the Lehigh University Student Handbook contains policies and regulations associated with Lehigh 
University students. These polices are considered to be posted but do not represent all posted rules and regulations.

Policy on Freedom of Thought, Inquiry and Expression, and Dissent by Students
Free inquiry and free speech and expression, including the right to open dissent, are indispensable in achiev-
ing the goals of an academic community. Lehigh University students and student organizations are free to 
discuss all topics and questions of interest to them and to express opinions publicly and privately. Students and 
student organizations have the freedom to hold a demonstration (including a rally, gathering, protest, parade or 
procession) on campus as an expression of support or dissent. The right to protest is integral to the freedom of 
dissent and to a community grounded on freedom of thought, inquiry and expression. Protest actions may not, 
however, materially infringe upon the protected rights of others.1

1.  Students who are exercising their right to free speech and expression must abide by University policies, as 
stated in the University Code of Conduct, and rules, policies, and procedures in the Student Handbook.2

2.   Students’ rights of free speech and expression do not include unlawful activity or activity that:
 a.  endangers or imminently threatens to endanger the safety of any member of the University 

community or the safety of other persons, or the damage or destruction of University property; or
 b.  materially disrupts or obstructs the functions of the University or imminently threatens such 

disruption or obstruction. (This includes not only the University’s functions related to its educa-
tional and research missions, but also University events and administrative, service, and ancillary 
functions related to the University’s missions, including but not limited to on-campus recruitment 
and the operation of dining, residential, recreational and health facilities).

 c. denies the rights of other members of the University community.
3.  The use of a University forum by students or student organizations shall not imply acceptance or endorse-

ment by the University of the views expressed.
4.  Lehigh University is a private institution and the University’s property is private property. Persons or 

groups who are not part of the University community have no right or privilege to demonstrate, protest, 
post, or solicit on University property unless invited or sponsored by the University or by a University-
recognized student organization or group, or by a Lehigh faculty or staff member for a legitimate educa-
tional purpose. If invitation or sponsorship is extended, it is subject to the compliance of such person or 
group with all University rules, policies, and procedures, and applicable legal requirements. Failure of a 
person or group on University property to adhere to an official request to leave University property may 
result in arrest or removal for trespassing.

 Illustrative examples include:
  A form of peaceful protest, for example, picketing outside a University building, would normally be 

considered an orderly demonstration as long as free passage was maintained through areas where members 
of the University community have a right to be. A demonstration within a University building would be 
considered orderly as long as there is free passage and there is not excessive noise. In the case of a planned 
event including speakers, a meeting, or a forum, a demonstration which interferes with the right of the 
audience to hear and be heard would be considered neither orderly nor peaceful.

1 Faculty freedom of inquiry, thought, expression, research, publication, and peaceable assembly is protected in the Policy on 
Academic Freedom, Section 2.1.1 of the Rules & Procedures of the Faculty.
2 Students sponsoring a demonstration may wish to notify campus police and consult with faculty and the Dean of Students 
Office regarding interpretation of this policy.
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      This policy has been approved by the Faculty and as a policy that is integral to the education of 
students, any amendment, addendum, or repeal shall require advance consultation with, and approval of 
the Faculty.

 
Athletics

• The Athletics Department maintains its own policies and procedures.
• To find out more about the Athletics Department’s policies, view the Student Athlete Handbook at http://

www.lehighsports.com/sports/2013/G/4/GEN_064133500.aspx. 

Computer Use
• Library & Technology Services (LTS) maintains guidelines regarding proper and responsible computer 

usage on campus.
• Updated information specifically regarding Policies on the Use of Computer Systems and Facilities may 

be found at: http://cf.lehigh.edu/helpdesk/security/policies/asis10.php.

Controlled Substances
Students who are concerned about personal or group problems in this area are urged to seek assistance from any 
resources of the University or surrounding community. In particular, the Dean of Students Office, the Office of 
Alcohol and Other Drug, Programs, the Residence Life staff, the Counseling Service, Health Service staff, and 
the University Chaplain are available to assist any student in assessing their questions or concerns about drug 
use and abuse.

If a student has any questions with regard to the confidential nature of the information exchanged in a counseling 
relationship, they should broach such questions with the individual counselor at the outset of the relationship.

The University will not tolerate the sale of illegal drugs on campus. The University will take decisive action 
against any individual who is involved in drug trafficking.

Students also should be aware that federal and state laws prohibit illegal possession, sale and trafficking in 
marijuana and other controlled substances. Some of the laws are very strict. For example, Pennsylvania law 
imposes a minimum jail term of at least two years as a mandatory sentence (without the possibility of probation, 
suspended sentence or ARD) upon a first offender 18 years or older who simply gives a controlled substance to a 
minor on or within 1,000 feet of the Lehigh campus or the grounds of any other school (18 Pa.C.S. 6314). For 
information on drug laws, contact the Lehigh University Police Department.

 
Guest Policy
Lehigh is a predominantly residential institution where students’ rooms are regarded as private living and study 
areas. Whenever rooms are shared, the right of each student to privacy is naturally limited by the rights of their 
roommate or roommates. Thus, the use of a room for social purposes should not be at the expense of another’s 
legitimate use of the room for sleep or study. Any student who brings guests to the campus is responsible for 
making relevant University regulations known to them and accepts responsibility for their conduct.

 
Religious Holidays & Religious Life at Lehigh
Lehigh University seeks to extend hospitality to all persons regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
economic or social background. Diversity is valued at Lehigh, and the University is committed to assuring that 
all persons who enter this community are welcomed and respected. Lehigh’s policy on religious holidays can be 
found online at http://chaplain.lehigh.edu/node/6
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