
DEMONSTRATIONS

The University supports faculty, staff and students in 
the peaceful and orderly expression of views, whether 
in support or protest, related to issues, action, events 
or opinions about which there may be disagreement. 
This policy protects those members of the University 
community who are demonstrating, as well as the rights 
of others to study and work without unreasonable 
disruption.

This policy applies to demonstrations on University 
property or in connection with University events. This 
policy applies to all University faculty, staff, students, 
vendors, volunteers and visitors.

Registration of Space; Attendees; Other 
Permissions

No person or organization shall hold, cause or permit 
to be held a demonstration on University property or in 
connection with a University event unless all necessary 
reservations of space and permissions from the Center 
for Student Involvement have been obtained prior to 
the demonstration. Such requests for reservations 
and permissions shall be considered by the Center for 
Student Involvement consistent with this policy, as 
well as procedures generally applicable to the planning 
of University and on-campus events. Only University 
faculty, staff and students are permitted to apply for 
and/or participate in a demonstration. 

Any student organization seeking to demonstrate on 
University property or in connection with a University 
event must comply with this policy, as well as the 
procedures contained in this guide.

Please contact your CSI Program Manager if your 
organization intends to hold a demonstration. Student 
organizations must formally reserve a space through 
the CSI Scheduling Office prior to your event. Once 
your space has been confirmed, you must apply 
for a demonstration permit on OrgSync using your 
reservation information (date, time, location, etc.) [Note: 
Receiving a permit will ensure that your event does not 
interfere with any academic or administrative elements 
of the University.] Permits will be given in hard-copy to 
the organizer of the event which must be present and 
available to show upon request of a University or city 
official.

Expectations for Demonstrations and 
Attendees

Any approved demonstration must be conducted in a 
manner that is peaceful, orderly and consistent with 
University policy and applicable law. Demonstrations 
must not block corridors or entrances or otherwise 
disrupt University business. Demonstrations must 
not be conducted in faculty or administrative offices, 
classrooms, libraries, or study areas. Moving picket 
lines are prohibited.

Only University faculty, staff and students are 
permitted to participate in demonstrations. Any person 
participating in a demonstration other than a University 
faculty, staff or student will be considered a trespasser 
and may accordingly be required to leave University 
property.

All persons participating in a demonstration must 
comply with the reasonable instructions of University 
personnel, whether made prior to or during a 
demonstration.

Violations

The University may, in its discretion, take appropriate 
action, up to and including requiring the immediate 
cessation of a demonstration, if a demonstration at 
any time fails to comply with this policy. Any person 
or groups who commits a violation of this policy may 
be subject to discipline consistent with applicable 
University policy and procedures.

To apply to hold a demonstration

Fill out the Demonstration Permit Application form 
at least 7 days before your organization intends 
to demonstrate on campus property. This form 
can be found on the OrgSync forms portal labeled 
“Demonstration Permit Application.”

Additional Information

All questions related to the application for, or conduct 
of, a demonstration on University property or in 
connection with a University event may be directed 
to your CSI Program Manager or the Center for 
Student Involvement at nucsi@northeastern.edu.

ON-CAMPUS APPEARANCES BY 
POLITICAL CANDIDATES

Northeastern University is committed to the free flow of 
ideas and opinions, and encourages its students, faculty 
and staff to vote and participate in civic discussions 
and the democratic process. As a tax-exempt, nonprofit 
institution, however, the University is prohibited under 
federal tax laws from direct involvement in the political 
process, and from using University resources to support 
or oppose a specific candidate for elective office or 
outcome on a political initiative. 

If you are interested in hosting a political candidate on 
campus, you must first consult with your CSI Program 
Manager and Northeastern’s Government Relations 
Office for approval, as well as to ensure adherence to 
the policy and process below.

Policy

It is the policy of the University not to intervene, through 
endorsement or otherwise, and not to participate, either 
directly or indirectly, in partisan political campaigns. 
When faculty and staff participate in political 
campaigns, that activity must be conducted in their 
personal capacity. 

To read the entire policy, please visit the University’s 
Policy website.

Use of University Facilities and Resources 

Students, faculty, and staff may participate in political 
activities on their own time and without the use of 
university resources, such as phone, web pages, 
email, fax or mail. In addition, they may engage in 
nonpartisan activities, including training and/or 
educational programs, voter registration drives, and 
debates designed to increase public awareness and 
encourage participation in the electoral process. It 
also may be permissible to provide political candidates 
opportunities to speak at the University and/or to rent 
facilities for political events, provided these are on 
the same terms as those afforded nonpolitical events, 
within the University’s guidelines, and approved by the 
Center for Student Involvement; and the opportunity is 
made available to all candidates for that office under 
substantially similar terms and conditions. 

Providing University resources, such as mailing 
lists, university letterhead, web pages, telephones, 
computers, copy machines, and office or other space, to 
a political candidate or cause is prohibited. Campaign 
endorsements, public statements of position, and/
or contributions to political campaign funds made by 
or on behalf of the University are strictly prohibited. 
This includes, by way of example, the posting of 
signs on University property showing support for a 
particular candidate, the use of the name or seal of 
the University on materials intended to support a 
political candidate or initiative, and the inclusion of a 
University office/address as the return mailing address 
for the solicitation of campaign funds or candidate 
endorsements. The University may not sponsor or 
host events to promote or advance the candidacy 
of a particular candidate. Fundraising for political 
candidates may not be conducted in association with 
the University, and using University funds for campaign 
contributions, either in cash or to purchase campaign 
materials, is prohibited.

Voter Registration

Voter education or registration drives that demonstrate 
bias or support for one candidate or party over the 
other are prohibited. Northeastern has a comprehensive 
policy on demonstrations. Please see the previous 
section on Demonstrations for additional information. 
For more information or help planning an event with a 
Political Candidate speaker, please consult with your 
CSI Program Manager.
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