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GRADUATING WITH HONORS    

 

http://www.astate.edu/a/registrar/students/graduation/honors-info/ 
 
Honor Roll (Undergraduate) - http://www.astate.edu/a/registrar/students/honor-roll/ 
 
Wilson Award (Undergraduate)- http://www.astate.edu/a/scholars/wilson-award/ 
 

ACADEMIC RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES      

 

Arkansas State University is a community of scholars whose members include its faculty, 
students and administrators. It is a forum where ideas are discovered, discussed and tested. 
The basic purposes of the university are the enlargement, dissemination and application of 
knowledge. These are achieved through classroom instruction, research, special lectures, 
concerts, discussion groups, seminars, experimentation, out-of-class activities, group living 
and leadership development.  
 
The basic necessity for achievement of these purposes is freedom of expression and assembly. 
Without this freedom, effective testing of ideas cease and teaching, learning and research are 
rendered ineffective. Yet absolute freedom in all aspects of life leads to anarchy, just as 
absolute order leads to tyranny. Both anarchy and tyranny are antithetical to the purposes 
and necessities of the university. Therefore, the university always must strive for that balance 
between maximum freedom and necessary order which best promotes its basic purposes by 
providing an environment most conducive to many faceted activities of teaching, learning and 
research.  
 
The student, as a member of the academic community, has both rights and responsibilities. 
The most essential right is the right to learn, and the university has a duty to provide for the 
student those privileges, opportunities and protections that best promote the learning 
process. The student has a responsibility to other members of the academic community, the 
most important being to refrain from interference with the rights of others, which are equally 
essential to the purposes and processes of the university.  
 
Regulations governing the activities and conduct of student groups and individual students are 
not comprehensive codes of desirable conduct; rather, they are limited to meeting the 
practical, routine necessities of a complex community and to the prohibition or limitation of 
behavior, which cannot be condoned because it interferes with the basic purposes, necessities 
and processes of the academic community, or with rights essential to other members of that 
community.  
 
The student is not only a member of the academic community — he/she is also a citizen of the 
larger society. The university will use every method at its disposal to ensure that the campus 
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environment is conducive to the learning process. It cannot condone those activities designed 
to disrupt and destroy the basic functions of the university. Each student has an obligation to 
the larger society, which is the responsibility of the legal and judicial authorities of the city, 
county, and state. The university cannot be expected to shelter a student from the reality of 
this obligation.  
 
The university, in its relationship to each student, recognizes the constitutional rights of 
freedom of speech and due process when the student’s right to continue as a student is in 
question. A student who feels that his/her constitutional rights have been violated and who 
has not found satisfactory relief within the university structure has access to the judicial 
process of the civil courts.  
 
In order to protect student rights, to facilitate the definition of student responsibilities, to 
preserve necessary order, and to provide avenues through which students may seek to effect 
change, the guidelines in the following pages are established.  
 
The freedom and effectiveness of the educational process depend upon the provision of 
satisfactory conditions and opportunities for learning. The responsibility to secure, respect 
and protect such opportunities and conditions must be shared by all members of the 
academic community. The faculty has the central role in the educational process and has the 
primary responsibility for the intellectual content and integrity of the university.  
 
It is the faculty’s role to encourage discussion, inquiry and expression among students and to 
act as an intellectual guide and counselor. They should foster honest academic conduct and 
evaluate students fairly and accurately. They should not exploit students for private 
advantage, and they should respect the faculty-student fiduciary relationship. The 
establishment and maintenance of the proper faculty and student relationships are basic to 
the university’s function. This relationship should be founded on mutual respect and 
understanding and assumes a common dedication to the educational process. If problems 
arise in this relationship, both student and faculty should attempt to resolve them in informal, 
direct discussions as between well-intentioned and reasonable persons. 

ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STUDENT    

 

 The student is responsible for being informed about academic requirements, both 
general and specific, for completing a degree program as outlined in the 
Undergraduate or Graduate Bulletin. 

 The student is responsible for learning the content of a course of study according to 
standards of performance established by the faculty.  

 The student’s behavior in the classroom shall be conducive to the learning process for 
all concerned. 
 


