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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY

Sexual harassment is a violation of professional ethics as well as a violation of federal and state law.

Speci�cally, sexual harassment is a form of illegal discrimination in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of

1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and the Kansas Acts Against Discrimination. University

policy prohibits sexual harassment.

What Is Sexual Harassment?

"Sexual Harassment” means behavior, including physical contact, advances, and comments in person, through

an intermediary, and/or via phone, text message, email, social media, or other electronic medium, that is

unwelcome; based on sex or gender stereotypes; and is so severe, pervasive and objectively o�ensive that it

has the purpose or e�ect of substantially interfering with a person’s academic performance, employment or

equal opportunity to participate in or bene�t from University programs or activities or by creating an

intimidating, hostile or o�ensive working or educational environment. Sexual Harassment may include but is

not limited to:

1. unwelcome e�orts to develop a romantic or sexual relationship;

2. unwelcome commentary about an individual’s body or sexual activities;

3. threatening to engage in the commission of an unwelcome sexual act with another person;

4. stalking or cyber-stalking;

5. engaging in indecent exposure, voyeurism, or other invasion of personal privacy;

6. unwelcome physical touching or closeness;

7. unwelcome jokes or teasing of a sexual nature or based upon gender or sex stereotypes;

8. sexual violence, as de�ned below:

Title IX and University Policy prohibit gender-based harassment, which may include acts of verbal,

nonverbal, or physical aggression, intimidation, or hostility based on sex or sex-stereotyping, even if those

acts do not involve conduct of a sexual nature.

What Is Sexual Violence?

“Sexual violence” means any physical act which is sexual in nature that is committed by force or without the

full and informed consent of all persons involved. Sexual violence may include but is not limited to rape, sexual

assault, sexual battery, and sexual exploitation. Sexual violence can occur between strangers or
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acquaintances, including people involved in an intimate or sexual relationship. Sexual violence can be

committed by men or by women, and it can occur between people of the same or di�erent sex.
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