
University of Miami Student Organization Handbook 22 
     

The university will follow for the purpose of this policy the wording of the guidelines used by the Federal 

Communications Commission, which state in part: “Indecency is defined as language or material that, in 

context, describes or depicts, in terms patently offensive as measured by contemporary community 

broadcast standards for the broadcast medium, sexual or excretory organs or activities. Indecent 

programming contains patently offensive sexual or excretory references.” The FCC Guidelines pertaining to 

indecency and obscenity may be found at http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/consumerfacts/obscene.html. 

Outside Speaker Policy 

The University of Miami is committed to providing a forum for free and open expression of divergent points of 

view by campus speakers.  Use of university facilities by outside speakers is not to be construed as an 

endorsement by the university of any speaker’s view or opinion. In keeping with university policy, all students 

and student organizations must observe the policy governing speakers.  Outside speakers speaking on 

religion, politics, or any other topic that may be perceived as controversial must fill out the Outside Speakers 

Form and return it to the Department of Student Activities & Student Organizations. An electronic copy of the 

form can be found here. The Department of Student Activities & Student Organizations – in consultation with 

the University of Miami Police Department – may require that additional security be present to ensure the 

safety of the speaker and program participants. The costs of security are the responsibility of the sponsoring 

organization. 

Campaign Policy 

Solicitation on the University of Miami campus is permitted only with appropriate approval from the 

University. These policies have been established by the Division of Student Affairs and the Office of 

Government and Community Relations to communicate proper procedures to student organizations and 

local and national campaigns. 

Officially registered student organizations (undergraduate, graduate, and law) may table on behalf of one or 

more candidates. The activity must be overseen by UM students at all times, and groups must remain within 

their assigned spaces. Solicitation at unauthorized locations around campus - including in residence halls, 

classroom buildings, and other public areas - is prohibited. The decision to support one or more candidates 

lies entirely with the student organizations. Student groups are not obligated to provide equal access to all 

candidates if they do not wish to do so. 

Campaign staff that wish to reserve tables without the support of a registered student organization may do 

so, but will be required to pay reservation fees as outlined at www.miami.edu/scc. 

Any group that wishes to bring a candidate, other elected official (current or former), or candidate’s 

“surrogate” to campus must notify the Department of Student Activities (SC 206). The University of Miami 

Police Department reserves the right to require security be present to ensure the safety of students and 

visitors. The student group (or campaign) will be responsible for covering any security-related costs that may 

be incurred. Reservation fees for speaking events will be determined by the intended audience (students vs. 

non-students), media presence, and other factors. 

Voter registration of University of Miami students may only be conducted by COSO-registered political 

organizations and the “Get Out the Vote” initiative coordinated by the Office of the Vice President for Student 

Affairs. Groups registering students to vote must follow specific guidelines related to the distribution and 

collection of voter registration forms. Groups must meet with a representative from the Office of the Vice 

President for Student Affairs to review and accept these policies prior to beginning any voter registration 

efforts. For more information on Get Out the Vote initiatives, please email vote@miami.edu. 


