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February 3, 2016 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

President William Mann, FSC, D.Min. 
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 
700 Terrace Heights #30 
Winona, Minnesota 55987–1399 
 

Dear President Mann, 

Dr. David Hillman, until the end of the fall 2015 semester a part-time instructor in the Department of 
Theatre and Dance at Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, has sought the advice and assistance of the 
American Association of University Professors as a result of a December 15, 2015, letter from executive 
vice president and general counsel Ann E. Merchlewitz informing him that the administration’s 
adjudication of a sexual harassment complaint against him had found him to have violated the 
university’s sexual harassment policy. We understand that Dr. Hillman has sharply denied having 
engaged in sexual harassment. The letter goes on to inform Dr. Hillman that he “will not be offered 
future contracts as an adjunct faculty member.” 

The interest of this Association in the case of Dr. Hillman stems from our longstanding commitment to 
academic freedom and due process, the basic tenets of which are set forth in the enclosed 1940 
Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure. Derivative standards that relate to the 
adjudication of complaints of sexual harassment against faculty members and the imposition of 
sanctions are contained in the Association’s Sexual Harassment: Suggested Policy and Procedures for 
Handling Complaints and, more generally, in our Recommended Institutional Regulations on Academic 
Freedom and Tenure (both also enclosed). AAUP-supported principles and procedural standards set 
forth in these documents require that all harassment charges be reviewed by a duly constituted faculty 
body and that sanctions be imposed only after a faculty hearing of the sort specified in Regulation 5 of 
the Recommended Institutional Regulations. In such a hearing, the burden of proof rests with the 
administration.  

According to information provided by Dr. Hillman, the process by which the complaint against him was 
adjudicated did not involve a duly constituted faculty body or a hearing and thus fell short of the above-
cited standards. Dr. Hillman has also informed us that in October 2015 Mr. Michael Charron, dean of 
the School of the Arts, and Dr. Jimmy Bickerstaff, chair of the theatre and dance department, prohibited 
Dr. Hillman from employing penis-shaped stage props, or fascina, in a theater production overseen by 
him, raising serious questions as to the climate for academic freedom at Saint Mary’s University of 
Minnesota. In the absence of a hearing before a faculty body allowing Dr. Hillman to contest the charges 
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of sexual harassment, his allegation that the decision not to offer him future appointments was based on 
considerations that violated his academic freedom stands unrebutted. 

The information in our possession relating to the case of Dr. Hillman has come to us exclusively from 
him, and we appreciate that you may have additional information that would contribute to our 
understanding of what has occurred. We shall therefore welcome your comments. If the facts as we have 
recounted them are essentially accurate, we urge the university—not only for the sake of conformance to 
sound academic standards but also as a matter of basic fairness—to afford Dr. Hillman a hearing before 
a duly constituted faculty body on the sexual harassment charges. If such a hearing fails to sustain the 
charges against him, we would urge the university to continue to offer teaching assignments to Dr. 
Hillman. Finally, we recommend that the administration and faculty cooperate in revising the 
university’s sexual harassment policies so that they comport with Association-supported standards. 

Sincerely, 

 

Hans-Joerg Tiede 
Associate Secretary 
 
Enclosures (by e-mail attachment) 
 
Cc: Dr. Donna Aronson, Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Professor David Sokolowski, Chair, Faculty Council 
Professor David Schmit, President, Minnesota Conference AAUP 
Dr. David Hillman 


