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enroll. A student who wishes to inspect and review his or her educational records may make the 
request to the student records access officer in the Office of the Registrar or to the person in 
charge of the office who is the official custodian of the record in question, but a request 
pertaining to records in the custody of a teacher or counselor should be made directly to that 
teacher or counselor. Requests made to the student records access officer in the Office of the 
Registrar must be made by completing a request form. Requests for records in other locations 
may be oral or written. Requests will be granted or denied within 15 days of receipt of the 
request. 
 
If the request is granted, the student will be notified of the time and place where records may be 
inspected. If the request is denied or not responded to within 15 days, the student may appeal. 
Additional information regarding the appeal procedure will be provided to the student if a 
request is denied. 
 
A student may request an amendment of education records that he or she believes are inaccurate 
or misleading. In this case, the student should write to the college official who is responsible for 
the record, clearly identify the part of the record that is in question, and specify why it should be 
changed. If the college decides not to amend the record, the student will be notified of the 
decision and advised of his or her right to a hearing. When the student is notified, additional 
information will be provided regarding the hearing procedures. 
 
File-Sharing and Copyright Infringement 
Peer-to-peer (P2P) file-sharing programs are a popular way to exchange music, movies, games, 
and software over the Internet. Academic applications of these programs are expanding, but their 
use is not without risk. Although P2P file-sharing programs are not illegal, they can be used for 
illegal copying or distributing of music, movie, software, and other files. Most material is 
copyrighted; downloading or distributing such material without permission of the copyright 
holder is a violation of U.S. copyright law. 
 
If students use a P2P program to download, trade, or share files without appropriate permission, 
they may be liable for monetary damages and even subject to jail time. This kind of use is also in 
violation of CUNY’s policy on the use of CUNY computer resources and may subject students 
to disciplinary action. Students are encouraged to review the Notice to the CUNY Community 
Regarding File Sharing and Copyright Infringement (pdf). 
 
Freedom of Information 
Requests to inspect public records at the college should be made to the records access officer by 
visiting 1405 Boylan Hall, or calling 718.951.3118. Public records are available for inspection 
and copying by appointment only. You have a right to appeal (pdf) to the general counsel and 
vice chancellor for legal affairs if the college has not granted your request for access to its public 
records. Students are encouraged to review the CUNY Procedures for Public Access to Public 
Records Pursuant to Article 6 of the Public Officers Law (pdf). 
 
Freedom of Speech and Campus Demonstrations 
As a public entity and an educational institution committed to the robust and free exchange of 
ideas, Brooklyn College upholds the right of free speech protected by the First Amendment to 
the United States Constitution. Under the First Amendment, the belief that a topic or viewpoint is 
detestable is not a legitimate ground for its suppression. 
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Brooklyn College supports the right of students, faculty, and staff to peaceably demonstrate, 
provided they do not disrupt the normal educational operation of the campus. For example, clip 
boarding and leafleting may take place on campus, so long as it does not disrupt the educational 
environment. The college may reasonably restrict the time, place, and manner in which activities 
occur on campus. Persons may not block corridors or entrances to any area. They may not block 
or otherwise interfere with the free flow of pedestrian, vehicular, bicycle, or other traffic. Use of 
amplified sound will not be permitted without prior approval from the vice president for student 
affairs, and may not disrupt a conference, meeting, or class. 
 
Free expression may not violate the civil rights or safety of others. Persons may not harass, 
physically abuse, or threaten any person. They may not destroy or damage college property. For 
safety reasons, guns, knives, sharp objects, batons, torches, glass items, sticks, poles, and 
anything else that may be used as a weapon are prohibited. Wood or Plexiglas cannot be used for 
signs and posters; they must be made of foam or cardboard. At any time prior to or during an 
event, should a safety concern arise that cannot be addressed effectively, the director of public 
safety and security may cancel an event. 
 
Persons must comply with all applicable university policies and procedures, including the Rules 
and Regulations for the Maintenance of Public Order (commonly known as the Henderson 
Rules). Violations of these rules may be grounds for disciplinary action. 
 
Grievance Procedures 
Grievance procedures for specific college rules and regulations differ depending on the nature of 
the complaint. Any student who has a grievance against another member of the college 
community may receive guidance on the appropriate complaint procedure in the Office of the 
Vice President for Student Affairs, 2113 Boylan Hall. 
 
Hate Crimes 
All members of the Brooklyn College community are subject to New York State law on hate 
crimes. The law applies to criminal acts involving violence, intimidation, and destruction of 
property based upon bias and prejudice. In such crimes, victims are intentionally selected, in 
whole or in part, because of their race, color, national origin, ancestry, gender, religion, religious 
practice, age, disability, or sexual orientation. Information on the law and examples of the hate 
crimes that are prohibited may be found on the Brooklyn College website. 
 
Hazing 
The Fraternal Information and Programming Group (FIPG, the organization that provides 
liability insurance to fraternities and sororities) defines hazing as: 
 

“Any action taken or situation created, intentionally, whether on or off fraternity 
premises, to produce mental or physical discomfort (including, violence, abuse, or 
torment), embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule. Such activities may include but 
are not limited to the following: use of alcohol (on or off campus), paddling in 
any form, creation of excessive fatigue, physical and psychological shocks, 
quests, treasure hunts, scavenger hunts, road trips or any other such activities 
carried on outside or inside of the confines of the chapter house, wearing public 
apparel which is conspicuous and not normally in good taste, engaging in public 
stunts and buffoonery, morally degrading or humiliating games and activities, and 
any other activities which are not consistent with academic achievement, fraternal 


