
 
Sent on 7/10 
 
Dear all:  
 
The Berkeley College Republicans have invited noted conservative commentator and New 
York Times bestselling author Ben Shapiro to speak at UC Berkeley on September 14th at 7 
P.M., and he is available to speak on that day. We request a room for him to speak in that 
can accommodate 500 in the main campus area (near the center of campus) at 7 P.M. This 
date is nearly ten weeks away from today, which should give the University plenty of time to 
work with us to identify an appropriate space in the next two weeks so that we can properly 
publicize the location and other details of this planned event hosted by the Berkeley College 
Republicans. Please let us know as soon as possible which rooms are available for this 
event.  
 
Thank you and we look forward to working with the university to host a successful and 
informative event with Ben Shapiro. 
  
Respectfully, 
 
(BCR executive) 
 
 
 
Sent on 7/18 
 
Dear (BCR exec) - 
 
We hope you are doing well and enjoying the  summer. Please know that despite extensive 
efforts, we have been unable to identify an available campus venue that meets your stated 
criteria: a space that is available on Thursday, 9/14/17 at 7pm and capable of 
accommodating an audience of 500 people. As you may know, there are but a handful of 
venues of that size on campus and for that reason they tend to get booked up long in 
advance. 
 
Although it is not common practice for the Dean of Students office or the LEAD Center to 
work on securing space reservations on behalf of a Registered Student Organization (RSO), 
our interest in supporting your ability to host speakers of your choice has led us to make 
additional efforts on your behalf. However, given that a venue meeting all of your criteria has 
not yet been determined,  we hope and expect that no one has signed, or will sign a contract 
committing your organization to a specific time, date, and location before a venue is 
identified and agreed to, as per standing campus policy and practice.  
 
Before we describe the other venue and timing options we have been able to identify, we 
must emphasize that before we can move to finalize the event’s date, time, and location, 
there must be a UCPD security assessment, as per long-standing policy that applies to every 
RSO interested in hosting an event. We plan on scheduling, without delay, a meeting with 
UCPD to initiate the review and gather needed information. UCPD Special Events Officers 
have the following dates and times available for this meeting: 
 
Thursday, 7/20/17, 8:00-9:00 am; 11:00 am - 1:30 pm 
Monday, 7/24/17, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesday, 7/25/17, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursday, 7/27/17, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 



 
We remain cognizant of your understandable and clearly stated desire for appropriate 
security at BCR events. As you know, the security assessment can lead our law enforcement 
professionals to offer important security-related recommendations, including guidance for the 
timing and location of an event.  
 
Please let me know if there are any other BCR members we should be including in the 
planning process, what your availability is for an on-campus or phone meeting within the 
above dates/times, and if Mr. Shapiro has a representative that would be available to be 
included in that meeting. 
 
Because Mr. Shapiro is welcome on our campus, and we are committed to supporting his, 
and your, rights to free speech, we very much hope that the BCR and Mr. Shapiro can be 
flexible when it comes to the timing and location criteria you initially established. In that 
context we have tentatively reserved a few venues on BCR’s behalf that can be discussed as 
part of the event’s security review. These venues include smaller spaces on the date 
requested and larger venues on other dates in September. Please note that some of these 
potential venues require rental fees, but your ASUC funds and/or other campus grants might 
be available to go toward those costs. We must also caution that there exists the possibility 
that the security review will result in recommendations from UCPD that would preclude the 
use of some of these venues and/or might rule out certain hours for the event. We want to 
stress that the outcome of these UCPD security reviews are not based on a speaker’s 
perspective, or those of the hosting organization, but reflect the police department’s 
professional assessment of the likelihood that unlawful efforts could disrupt or shut down the 
event. 
 
Lastly, we should mention that there will be a new interim event policy that was 
recently  shared with RSOs, and this event, like all others planned for the fall, will need to 
comply with the terms of the new event policy. Like the existing policy, it will support the right 
and ability of organizations to host speakers of their choosing without regard for the 
speakers’ perspectives or positions. In addition, for this policy to be effective, legal, and 
consistent with our values it will in the future, as previous policies have in the past, be 
applied in a uniform, consistent fashion without regard for the identity of eligible outside 
users or student organizations, or the speakers they may wish to host. Nothing is going to 
change on that front. The draft policy and timeline can be reviewed on this web page, and we 
would welcome your feedback, that can be conveyed by using this Google Form.  
 
Please be assured we will continue to do everything in our power to support BCR in hosting 
a  safe and successful event. That commitment can be fulfilled only when events are held at 
a time and location that allow for the provision of any required security measures. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
(Student Affairs) 
 
 
 
Sent on 7/19 
 
Dear (Student Affairs) 
 
Thank you for your email. 



  
Just to clarify, are you saying the University has a speaker or program booked at 7 pm in 
each of these rooms on September 14: Pauley Ballroom (Up to 990), 2050 Valley of Life 
Sciences Building (425), Zellerbach Auditorium, Dwinelle 155 (481)? 
  
We look forward to your response so that we can move forward with our discussion. 
  
Thank you. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
(BCR executive) 
 
 
 
Sent on 7/19 
 
 
Dear (BCR Executive), 
  
Thank you for your quick response. In the context of our  intention to work with the BCR to 
find a venue that meets your requirements as closely as possible, we looked into the 
availability of those venues which met your date, time and size requirements and are 
normally available free of charge to student groups for their events. If you would like to 
consider other venues, including those, like Zellerbach, which require a rental fee, we can 
and will collect information about their availability and cost, and will be prepared to discuss 
those options at the security assessment meeting. 
  
Also, if there are any stipulations from Mr. Shapiro regarding his security requirements 
please let me know. Is there a representative from Mr. Shapiro that would be available to be 
included in the security assessment meeting? I’m hoping to reserve a 2 hour timeframe as 
soon as possible. We may not need all of that time but it is better to have it and not need it! 
Please let me know when you are available to meet. My schedule is no longer available 
Thursday, 7/20 but I’m hopeful the following available times will fit everyone’s schedules: 
 
Monday, 7/24/17, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesday, 7/25/17, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursday, 7/27/17, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
  
Respectfully yours, 

(Student Affairs) 
	


