
 Student produced media for general distribution to the University community or to persons
outside the membership of a student organization and publications funded directly by the
student activities fee are under the exclusive authority of VSC.

 Vanderbilt Student Communications, Incorporated (VSC), is a nonpro�t corporation, a�liated
with the University, which publishes and supervises The Vanderbilt Hustler, the campus
newspaper; the Commodore yearbook; The Vanderbilt Review, an annual literary/arts
magazine; The Slant, a humor publication; The Vanderbilt Political Review, a nonpartisan
journal; WRVU, an online radio station; Vandy Radio, an online radio station; GlobalVU, an
international issues journal; The Vanderbilt Historical Review, an academic journal; Synesis, a
Christian perspectives journal; VRS, Vanderbilt Recording Studio; and Vanderbilt Television,
VTV Channel 6.  

Other Publications

Distribution of publications not produced by Vanderbilt organizations must conform to
University policies regulating the use of University facilities.
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Freedom of Expression
As an institution of higher learning dedicated to research, teaching, and service, Vanderbilt is
�rmly committed to academic freedom and freedom of expression, and will maintain the
conditions of freedom of inquiry, thought, and discussion on campus.  The education of
Vanderbilt students is guided by the University’s commitment to the principles of academic
integrity, open communication and inquiry, nondiscrimination and civility.  Students are
considered as partners in this endeavor and Vanderbilt expects all members of the
community to be respectful of each other and to contribute in positive ways to an orderly and
civil exchange of diverse ideas and opinions.  Vanderbilt wants all students to feel welcome
and safe in an environment dedicated to the critical discussion of complex and challenging
ideas. The virtue of free speech extends to all members of the Vanderbilt community, even
when that speech directly challenges the beliefs and ideas of another.  To foster such an
environment, the following guidelines have been set.

Meetings open only to members. A campus organization may invite any person to
address its members, but organizations must follow normal procedures for reservation
of space with Reservations and Events in Sarratt Student Center, and demonstrate its
ability to pay for associated costs.
Meetings open to the Vanderbilt community. A campus organization may invite any
person, approved by the majority of its members, who represents a point of view
pertinent to the occasion to speak to an assemblage of the Vanderbilt community,



provided that the sponsorship of the event is consistent with the purposes of the
organization.
Meetings open to the public. For open meetings sponsored by campus organizations,
procedures for reserving space through Reservations and Events must be followed.
Procedures for all types of meetings described above include registering in advance
with Reservations and Events in Sarratt Student Center, so as to ensure the adequacy
of arrangements, minimize schedule con�icts, reserve space, and demonstrate ability
to pay for costs incurred.
Limitations on meetings. The University may restrict the times and places of
organization meetings on University premises. A campus organization denied
permission to sponsor an assembly may appeal the decision to the Dean of Students or
the dean’s designee.
Sponsorship.  A registered student organization that sponsors an activity will be
responsible for registration, arrangements, publicity, costs incurred, and the conduct of
the participants. The Dean of Students, or the Dean’s designee, must approve access to
University facilities for requests from registered student organizations that wish to use
the facilities for a speaker of their choosing. Off-campus groups may cooperate with a
registered student organization in a campus event, but the campus organization
remains fully responsible for the conduct of the off-campus group, and the Dean of
Students or the Dean’s designee must pre-approve the arrangement. Student
organizations’ fronting for off-campus groups is prohibited. Off-campus groups or
individuals wishing to use University facilities independently must conform to University
policies and must request access through the O�ce of Reservations and Events.
Physical distribution of printed statements or electronic media. Persons who distribute
printed materials or materials on electronic media are responsible for the contents.
Students may distribute lea�ets, informational sheets, compact discs, or similar
materials on Rand Terrace or outside the building in which a meeting has been
scheduled by another organization, if the distributors position themselves twenty feet
from the entrance and so as to avoid restricting access. For outdoor events, distributors
may position themselves twenty feet from the reserved lawn or area, again in a manner
so as to avoid restricting access. There may be no charge or requested donations for
these materials and the name and contact information of the distributing individual or
organization must be provided on each piece.
Demonstrations and Dissent. Demonstrations and dissent are necessary and
acceptable forms of expression. Generally, picketing, distributing literature, silent or
symbolic protests (e.g., holding signs, wearing certain clothing, standing, etc.), or short
and spontaneous verbal reactions to a speaker are acceptable forms of protest and
dissent, as long as they do not block, obstruct, or impede, among other things, access
to a meeting or activity, passage of persons or vehicles, the audience’s view or ability to
pay attention, and/or the speaker’s communication or ability to speak. However,



demonstrations or dissent that obstructs or disrupts teaching, administration,
University procedures and activities, or other authorized activities on University
premises, including programs, events, meetings, or speakers hosted by student
organizations, departments, o�ces, or other entities, is prohibited. Students engaging in
this type of disruptive action or disorderly conduct are subject to corrective action
through the University’s accountability process, and may also be subject to criminal
prosecution. For the safety of students and everyone involved, law enforcement will be
present at every demonstration.
Registered student organizations may also order �lms to show on campus. The motion
picture titles shown on the Vanderbilt campus are cleared by the distributors for public
performance exhibition. This means that Vanderbilt has the legal right to show titles
before groups of students, faculty, and their friends on campus. The “home use”
versions of these same titles, obtained from video stores, etc., are not cleared by the
distributors for public performance use by the University, because proper licensing fees
to the copyright owners have not been paid for such use. Films, videos, or DVDs may
not be shown to dorm audiences, clubs, fraternities, sororities, or other organizations,
without �rst obtaining a public performance license. Reservations and Events in Sarratt
Student Center, 615-32(2-2448), can provide additional information.

Information about the sale of printed statements, etc., and the display of posters can be
found in the sections “ Sale and Solicitation (/student_handbook/student-engagement/#sale-
solicitation-and-fundraising) and Fundraising” and “ Publicity, Promotion, and Advertising
(/student_handbook/student-engagement/#publicity-promotions-and-advertising) .” Campus
organizations sponsoring events involving controversial persons or views are responsible for
providing for the safety and well-being of their guests. Arrangements that ful�ll this
responsibility must be made through the o�ce of Reservations and Events.
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Funding (See also “Sale, Solicitation, and Fundraising
(/student_handbook/student-engagement/#sale-
solicitation-and-fundraising).”)

Students enrolled in Vanderbilt University pay a Student Activities Fee. On an annual basis,
the Activities Fee Committee of Vanderbilt Student Government (VSG) recommends to the
Dean of Students allocations of these fees for registered student organizations that sponsor
programs, projects, and services that bene�t the students who have paid the fees.
Applications for a regular allocation for funding in the subsequent academic year are
available—and due—according to the schedule announced annually by the AcFee Committee,
In general, programs must demonstrate a wide campus appeal, be available to all students



(including graduate and professional students), be free of charge or provided at a reduced
rate for students, and must enhance the overall educational, social, or cultural climate
available to all students.

Due to the nature of the activities fee’s purpose, only registered student organizations and
their respective programs are eligible for activities fee allocations. Further, funds allocated
through the AcFee Committee’s recommendation process are subject to some restrictions on
their use. More information on student organization eligibility and programming restrictions
for activities fee allocations, may be found on the Student Organizations website
(/studentorgs/).

See also “Fees, Co-Curricular (/student_handbook/student-conduct/#fees-co-curricular)” in
Chapter 1, “Policies and Regulations.”
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Governance, Student
Graduate & Professional Student

The Graduate School and all of the professional schools and/or programs have
representative student organizations that serve as channels for student opinion.

Graduate Student Council of the Graduate School. Membership comprises one elected
representative from each department, but any graduate student may participate.

Peabody Graduate Student Association. Membership comprises representatives elected by
students in each department. This body coordinates academic, social, and other activities
signi�cant to the student community and is also available to the administration and faculty
for consultation regarding concerns of the students in Peabody College.

Vanderbilt Bar Association. Membership comprises students of the Law School who are
directed by a Board of Governors elected by the classes.

Divinity School Student Government Association. Membership comprises editors of the two
student publications and representatives from the various levels of academic training.

Council of Class O�cers (School of Medicine). Membership comprises elected o�cers
from each class.

Graduate Nursing Council. Membership comprises representatives of each of the �ve
clinical majors in the M.S.N. program.

Owen School Student Association (OSSA). The Executive Council membership comprises
�ve second-year representatives and four �rst-year representatives, but all registered
candidates for Owen School degrees may participate in OSSA activities. OSSA provides
leadership and coordination for professional and social activities.

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/studentorgs/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/student-conduct/#fees-co-curricular

