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Sexual Misconduct 

Consent - fully conscious, voluntary acceptance and agreement to engage in a sexual act. If force, fear, threat, 
coercion, incapacitation (including by alcohol or other drugs), or violence is used or someone takes advantage 
of an individual who is incapable of giving consent due to that individual’s age or disability or by the use of 
coercion through one’s position of authority, consent cannot exist. Consent cannot be inferred from a current 
or previous sexual, romantic, or marital relationship, nor can it be inferred from consenting to any other 
sexual acts. Consent can be taken away at any time. 
 
Criminal charges – upon law enforcement investigation a report may be forwarded to the District Attorney’s 
office, which is solely responsible for the decision of whether to file criminal charges. 
 
Dating Violence – a form of sexual violence and is abuse committed by a person who is or has been in a social 
or dating relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim. This may include someone the victim 
just met; i.e., at a party, introduced through a friend, or on a social networking website. 
 
Intimate partner/domestic violence – a pattern of power and control that results in physical, sexual, or 
mental harm, or other forms of abuse, by a person who is or has been in a social relationship of romantic 
nature, including spouses. This type of violence can occur among heterosexual or same-sex couples and does 
not require sexual intimacy. Domestic violence also includes abuse committed against a current or former 
cohabitant or someone with whom the abuser has a child. Cohabitant means two unrelated persons living 
together for a substantial period of time, resulting in some permanency of relationship. Factors that may 
determine whether persons are cohabiting include, but are not limited to, (1) sexual relations between parties 
while sharing the same living quarters, (2) sharing of income or expenses, (3) joint ownership of property, (4) 
whether the parties hold themselves out as husband and wife, (5) the continuity of the relationship, and (6) 
the length of the relationship. 
 
Retaliation – adverse action taken against a person who has reported or opposed conduct which the person 
reasonably and in good faith believes is discrimination or harassment, has participated in an investigation / 
proceeding, or has assisted someone in reporting or opposing discrimination, harassment or retaliation or is 
perceived to have done either of these things. 
 
Sexual assault – any attempted or completed sexual act without consent, including unwelcome sexual 
touching, oral, anal, or vaginal contact and/or penetration. Rape is defined as sexual intercourse without 
consent, and is a form of sexual assault.  
 
Sexual harassment – consists of both non-sexual conduct based on sex or sex-stereotyping and conduct that is 
sexual in nature which can be verbal, nonverbal, or physical. Sexual harassment also includes hostile behavior 
based on sex or gender stereotypes, or one’s sexual orientation or gender identity, even if that behavior isn’t 
explicitly sexual. This behavior has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive 
working or learning environment, limiting one’s ability to participate in or benefit from the services, activities 
or opportunities offered by the University. 
 
Stalking (including cyber-stalking) – a repeated course of conduct directed at a specific person that places 
that person in reasonable fear for their or the safety of others of others, or causes the victim to suffer 
substantial emotional distress. This can encompass a range of behaviors, including following someone in 
person or otherwise monitoring them. 
Go to the Title IX homepage for more information concerning these definitions.  


