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Families Advocating for Campus Equality 

	
Families Advocating for Campus Equality (FACE), advocates for and supports students wrongfully 

sanctioned for alleged Title IX violations. As of today we have been contacted by nearly 1500 sfamilies.  

Following are excerpts from accounts of what these young adults and their parents have 
endured at the hands of campus Title IX procedures. 

Here are their stories: 

~~ 

A university instructor purchased alcohol for my underage freshman son, introduced him to his accuser, and 
then cheered them on to have sex.  Six months after the accuser had graduated she accuses my son of 

rape.  My son passed two polygraph tests.  

We have recordings of an attorney of the university telling my son to not waste his time trying to defend 
himself because he has already been found guilty and another from a witness saying she was intimidated 

by the university to not testify on my son's behalf. 

He was suspended for three years.   

Hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt, and eventually lost my job. 

~~ 

My son broke down crying and had no response when we asked him, “have you ever contemplated taking 
your life during the last months?”  13 months had passed since he was wrongfully accused. 

We thought he had turned a corner, but that was not to be the case. 

~~ 

She told her roommates “the day after” about how cute he looked in his boxer shorts and what a good 
kisser he was and she tagged him in pictures on her social media account. Two days later she went to the 

campus student conduct office and claimed he sexually assaulted her.   

Expelled. 

~~ 

She kicked out her roommate so my son and her could be alone. One person walked in on them during the 
act. She was on top, moving on her own while my son was beneath her passed out with his arms by his 

side. She filed a sex assault claim 6 weeks later. My son has no recollection of that night.  Expelled.   

My question? Who raped who? 

~~ 



FACE	SB-493	-	Opposition	Testimony	with		May	12,	2019																																																																																P a g e 	
	

2	

For the university to expel my falsely accused son at graduation, after stalling the Title IX investigation for 
a full 9 months, was exceptionally cruel, erasing 5 years of his dedicated civil engineering dream.  

The deep emotional anguish and heavy financial student debt are not as easily erasable. 

~~ 

A drunk girl became sexually aggressive and came onto our son. He said “NO”. There was one witness who 
without a doubt could prove our son’s innocence.  

That witness was never questioned by the Title IX investigator and was not allowed to attend the hearing.  

Our son was expelled. 

~~ 

While it was clear in the end that she completely fabricated her claims, my son was left suicidal with severe 
mental illness. Two extensive hospitalizations, three lost semesters at school, $90,000 in out of pocket 

losses and the complete loss of hiss hopes, dreams and possibilities.   

A travesty of justice. 

~~ 

18 months after a drunken hook-up, the girl claimed sexual assault, even though she wished him “happy 
birthday, Bro” on Facebook a month after the so-called assault. No police or campus security ever involved.  

Expelled. 

~~ 

My son’s physician asked him how often he thinks of killing himself. My son replied, “Nearly every day.”  We 
left that appointment with a script for yet another antidepressant, hoping this one will keep him out of the 

dark hole he now lives in.  

During the car ride home, my son told me he felt everything had been ripped from him.  

All his hopes and dreams were shattered the moment his college expelled him 
for a sexual assault he did not commit. 

~~ 

As a parent who lived this process, I saw my innocent son lose everything  
– his hopes, his dreams, any trust. 

 
 We picked him up off the campus lawn in a crumble and vomiting after a meeting with the Dean. I didn’t 

sleep for months, worried he would take his own life, pulling him from the                                                
depths of despair to see his future.                                                                             

This is reality. It’s real. And in our case? There was no sex. He said ‘no’ when an aggressive drunk girl        
came onto him. The nightmare of the campus process rocked our family, brought us to our knees.  

I pray for the day I can tell my story to Senators in a hearing. Only then will I feel heard. 

~~ 



FACE	SB-493	-	Opposition	Testimony	with		May	12,	2019																																																																																P a g e 	
	

3	

Our son spent 3 months in bed. Ended up getting an underage drinking charge. Spent 2 days naked in a jail 
cell without a phone call. He told the police to just kill him. My god. Those were dark horrible times. 

~~ 

We had no idea, none, that this was possible.  

Anyway…this is such a dark time.  When I can’t reach my son, I fear for the worst.  

Someone mentioned suicides. How many? 

~~ 

My son had consensual sex 4 times before he was accused by his "friend". My son went through the 
humiliation of an intense psychosexual exam and had yet to be convicted of a crime! The accuser changed 
her story so much the university police declined to charge him. However a new prosecutor looking to make 

a name for herself  went to 4 separate grand juries to get a charge against him.  

He was a 4.2 student in a leadership program. 

He was expelled because he could not testify in his own behalf for fear of the criminal case.  

He attempted suicide but thankfully survived. 

~~ 

I remember the pain. I remember crying while I vacuumed the living room, sobs, tears dripping on the 
carpet, trying to understand what was happening and mourning the loss of my son’s dreams. All he had 
worked for. I didn’t sleep as I was worried I would find him dead in the morning.  What happened to him 

was a nightmare and it affected our entire family. It wasn’t fair. It still hurts all the time.  

I felt like I couldn’t keep any of my children safe. I wish I could make it all go away. 

~~ 

My giant, offensive lineman son sobbing in my arms saying “Mom, I don’t want to go to prison. I don’t know 
why she’s doing this to me”. My heart grabbed, twisted and yanked out!  

I will never forget his voice, his face, and his tears. 

~~ 

Our son became depressed, couldn’t sleep, couldn’t eat, lost 25 pounds in two months, and became suicidal. 
He would call me crying – I would answer the phone and hear breathing and sobs.   

I found him one day trying to hang himself.   

There was no sex. He was innocent. His journey to healing, years later, continues on….. 

~~ 

What I remember most, is his smile.  The pride beaming from his face, that first day at his dream college. He 
had worked so hard to get there.  What comes from Title IX? Suicide watch. Anxiety. Depression. PTSD.  

Who can he trust? Trying to pick himself up, figure out how to live again,  

trying to understand how this could be allowed to happen.   

His life matters. Or it should. 
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~~ 

At first suicidal. Last two years in weekly therapy. Lost his community, his education, his trust and his 
happiness.  Couldn’t imagine that with her text message, “Let’s get it on”, he was the one expelled. 

~~ 

My son helped a girl crying at a party. They ended up talking and eventually kissing – clothes on and all. 
No sex.  A week later, he is accused of sexual misconduct, but the girl doesn’t want to participate.  Doesn’t 

matter. He’s expelled on graduation day.  

Now repaying student loans and his mental health is not well, nor is ours. 

~~ 

The DA declined to prosecute my son, yet our son is scared to return to a campus with a history of Title IX 
excesses. My son has anxiety and depression, is socially paralyzed and isolated now and cannot even trust 

the information he is being exposed to in the community college classes he is taking. 

~~ 

The impact of this nightmare has changed our family and our son forever.  We have spent nearly $320,000 
in legal expenses, doctors’ bills, and medication. My son’s current mental health issues have been 

diagnosed as a direct result of the trauma imposed upon him by flawed processes, bullying by school and 
administrators and friends.  Four and a half years later, acquaintances still call him a rapist.   

Today, he suffers from PTSD with debilitating anxiety that prevents him from work and study. No doctor 
can help. Our son is one of the 20% of the population on who antidepressant medications do not work.  

We don’t know how to help our son. There’s not much left to be done. We are helpless. 

~~ 

As to how it feels at the time, it's very simple: it's a black hole. I didn't really feel any emotions, for any 
reason, for months. I didn't really get the righteous anger working for even longer. The fears I'd had 
beforehand disappeared; what's left to be afraid of when something this bad has actually happened? 

Emotions are very natural and primal. If you are in an accident or if someone hits you or if you get sick, 
there's a normal set of emotions that get triggered.  

But a false accusation is a pretty unnatural trigger; your reptilian brain probably has no idea what to 
do with it, so instead of a mix of emotions you get a vacuum. 

In retrospect, I referred to the initial times after I found out what had happened quite unironically as 
"living death". 

~~ 

 My son was also suicidal and fortunately not successful thanks to alert friends who got him help. No 
thanks to school of course that did nothing to help him.  

I think there are probably quite a few stories like that. 

~~ 

Accused are treated as we all know very differently in the disciplinary process. An accused acting 
"defensive" is "attitude" Umm maybe acting defensive because of a false accusation? My son’s adjudicator 
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was very aggressive - bullied him and used intimidation tactics- he was seated and she came over, stood 
way too close hovering over him and aggressively questioned/raised doubt about everything he said. 

Accusing students are not subjected to that treatment.  

This was a school he loved and believed would be fair. He was treated like a criminal. 

~~ 

 John was put on suicide watch at College. John's friends were scared that he might hurt himself when 
College staff removed him from his dorm room at night and placed him in isolation elsewhere on campus. 

His friends called College 's suicide watch line, and for 24 hours John had guards outside his room. 

~~ 

Although I am not at liberty to give you any names, locations or any other specific details, I have been 
personally contacted by a family whose college son committed suicide after being accused.                        

He jumped out of a window.                                                                                                                                                 

Knowing what he faced, this young man took his own life before he ever even 
contacted his family about the accusations.   

At his funeral, the young female accuser approached the family to apologize and she admitted that it was 
all a misunderstanding and that she had been trying to make another young man jealous.   

It all “got out of hand” and went too far. 

I cannot give you any more details than this because this young man’s family is devastated. 

~~ 

While the accuser was offered sympathy, coddled and believed from day 1, our son was treated as guilty 
from day 1 based only on her description of events. He was not told the charges against him for weeks. He 
was suspended from his sport team based only on the accuser's version of events. Losing his spot on the 

team left him alone and isolated at a stressful and frightening time in his life.  

We worried that he might slip into a dangerous black hole of depression.                                                     
He came close to that. He barely ate or slept for three months.  

The original administrator told him that a female student can change her mind about whether she really 
meant to have sex ....even months later regardless of how "things" had appeared at the time of sexual 

relations. I heard the admin. say this and almost fell out of my chair. This same administrator recommended 
our son be expelled based solely on the accuser's version of events. He did no investigation and collected 

no evidence despite our related requests.  

Our son appealed and hired an attorney and was eventually found not responsible. Long term his psyche, 
spirit and reputation have been damaged. We pray time will heal. I wonder- Will he ever be able to trust a 

woman again? The accuser had no repercussions for making false claims- the university said she was 
emotionally distraught so they wouldn't hold her responsible. 

~~ 

I know of someone who was hospitalized for suicidal thoughts and is still in therapy dealing with it...         
But wants to remain anonymous for obvious reasons. 

~~ 



FACE	SB-493	-	Opposition	Testimony	with		May	12,	2019																																																																																P a g e 	
	

6	

My son is suffering from panic attacks regularly. 

~~ 

My son was deeply depressed for a long while—and still can’t discuss his experience four years out—though 
I don’t know if he was suicidal. 

~~ 

My file consisted of no records of any of the hearings, no investigative findings, a couple of vague 
statements from my accuser insinuating that I was unpleasant to be around, a public safety officer's 
testimony that I had faked a panic attack in order to gain her attention, and a witness statement that 

completely contradicted that.  

The actual hearings consisted mostly of them lulling me into a false sense of security by pretending that 
nothing serious or even particularly interesting was happening, and my accuser apologizing for us being 

there and vehemently denying that I did anything. 

Lack of information definitely hurt; if I'd seen those vague statements from the start I would have hired a 
lawyer and I wouldn't have acceded to anything. 

~~ 

If a girl has a past of false accusations, schools may find that irrelevant.  For example, the girl that accused 
my son had also falsely accused another guy earlier in the same academic year.  The school deemed that 
irrelevant.  We have heard that she also accused a boy in high school, but have been unable to confirm. 

~~ 

Our son's attorney was told he could request "viewing time" appointments in two hour increments to 
review records. He then said he'd need several. The T9 admin seemed surprised and asked why. When he 

told her he'd be writing extensive, verbatim notes, she said he couldn't as it was against the rules.  

When questioned as to which rule, she relied that it was an unwritten one. Ludicrous. 

~~ 

In my son’s case, we were allowed to briefly see a report that was written by his accuser. It was hand 
written and rambled on about how she had issues with her father and suffered from mental illness.           

By the time the report re-surfaced, it was typed and completely polished (the work of the school’s SAFE 
coordinator). The original report disappeared. 

In addition, after my son was expelled and our lawyers requested a copy of the tape of the hearing, almost 
all of her testimony had somehow been mysteriously erased.  

We are certain that she was coached by the school’s SAFE coordinator throughout the hearing which was in 
direct violation of school policy. 

~~ 

When we were in DC in April, I heard from countless parents on this subject. So many mentioned their sons 
had thought about suicide, were hospitalized, etc. I heard from the young men who attended the April                               

event about the struggles they faced when considering such a decision for themselves.                               

My reaction was sadness and heartbreak for each and every one of them, and I came to understand that 
thought of suicide is a common reaction to the trauma of false accusation.  
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Wow, how had we escaped? 

Well, as it turns out we had not. Over dinner one night during that trip, John described to me for the first 
time in 2 ½ years how dark the days had been, and how dark they still can be. Among other things, I 

learned my son also once considered the same horrible choice for himself, and we never knew. 

~~ 

Doe was never at the level of any of these boys although he went through an ordeal that was horrific since 
it also included criminal prosecution.  As the 4th son he was as tough as nails. However, my 3rd son said at 
the time that he does not know how he could have survived this and it was his University as well... He also 
said that when Doe was abandoned by the campus police all alone as they removed him from campus late 

at night just yards from a bridge over the X river that he might have jumped off. 

We made that a big part of our discussions with College about how damn lucky they were that when they 
decided to go after the next so called sex offender on their campus that they did not target one who was 

vulnerable and so afraid and so helpless as he was accosted by the campus security and the entire sex 
assault industry on campus, and fearing jail that he would take his own life. 

~~ 

The "viewing time" requirement always hurts- only allowed to view documents in Dean's or Title IX office - 
very intimidating and not accommodating at all given the quick turn around of investigation findings and 

hearings in most cases (plus if using attorney can run into issues etc. …) 

~~ 

Our son and his campus advocate (pre-Clery Act) were the only ones allowed to view the findings - our 
lawyer was not permitted - and he was also told that he could only "jot down basic notes- no verbatim 

writing or picture taking" and they watched him the entire time. 

In addition, the times available were always during his class times so he had to miss class to prepare for his 
hearing without being able to give the professors a reason why (due to your other bullet point of being 

threatened with immediate expulsion if he spoke to anyone about the matter on campus.)” 

~~ 

Also important to point out that the accused is told an investigation will go on without his testimony, yet 
accused is not Mirandized, nor told that anything he says can be subpoenaed and used against him if 

criminal charges are filed.  

What choice do they have? Damned if you do, damned if you don't. 

No cross-examination, and any attorney will tell you that the first thing they teach you in trial law is that 
cross-examination is the greatest legal engine ever invented for discovery of the truth. (Not my words) 

Ditto for us on prior accusation of another boy by my son's accuser.  She did not file a complaint with the 
school, but tried him in the court of public opinion. He signed a statement and gave it to the investigator. 

T9 Administrator redacted it. 

~~ 

Something deep inside told me to go home. I packed up my work to finish later and headed out the 
door. As I drove, I felt panic well up inside of me, tears beginning to form.  I knew something was wrong. I 
tried to talk myself out of it. Once home, I went straight to the garage, opening the door, gazing up. I see 
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fingers fumbling around a rope. What kind of rope? Where did he get that? I glance down, tennis shoes 
teetering on a large bucket.  

My face meets his – tears streaming down his face. He is broken. He is lost. I start to shake…. My 
voice cracks through my tears. “Honey, this isn’t the way … things will get better.” Sobs. I help him down. 

Take the rope from his neck. Hold him tight as if to pull him from the depths.  

 I won’t let go. I will fight. For all of us. 

 

 

# # # 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cynthia P Garrett 
Co President 

CPGarrett@FACECampusEquality.org 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


