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• Our defense, policy, and litigation advocacy has secured 52 victories affecting more 
than one million students.

• FIRE’s Individual Rights Defense Program (IRDP) has fielded nearly 500 case submissions 
since January. The IRDP team has responded to each and every one of these submissions, 
aiding individuals through referrals, behind-the-scenes advice, and direct intervention. That 
direct intervention has resulted in 19 victories so far this year.

• FIRE’s Policy Reform Project has won 26 policy change victories affecting over 530,000 
students. Those victories include the addition of four new institutions to our “green light” 
list of schools that maintain no restrictive policies. Thanks to such work, there are now more 
than one million students attending green light schools where there are no restrictive campus 
policies, and in the coming weeks we will announce FIRE’s 50th green light school!  

• Our Free Expression Campaign continues to encourage schools to adopt the free speech 
statement produced by the Committee on Freedom of Expression at the University of Chicago 
(the “Chicago Statement”). Seven schools have adopted free speech policy statements in 2019 
thanks to FIRE’s advocacy, bringing the total number of institutions that have adopted or 
endorsed the Chicago Statement to 65. 

• FIRE’s Million Voices Campaign has secured four behind-the-scenes victories over the past 
six months through demand letters, which threaten institutions with immediate litigation 
unless they implement reforms. Such efforts have helped magnify our impact, and as a result, 
the campaign now boasts 14 victories 
affecting over 380,000 students.

• FIRE’s Litigation Project secured a 
big victory in January, when Chicago 
State University (CSU) agreed to pay 
$650,000 in damages and fees as part of a 
settlement. That lawsuit was filed in 2014 
on behalf of two CSU professors after 
the university threatened them with 
legal action if they refused to shut down 
their faculty-run blog that criticized the 
then-sitting CSU president. 

• In March, FIRE filed its newest 
challenge when we sued the University 

This year marks FIRE’s 20th year in business, but we haven’t slowed down. In the first half 
of 2019, we have been hard at work coordinating aggressive and creative campaigns aimed 
at combating major threats to campus rights. Through such efforts, we have recorded the 
following impact: 
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of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) for failing to fulfill a public records request for over a year. 
The request was for records related to a campus speaking appearance by U.S. Secretary of 
the Treasury Steven Mnuchin. In April, in response to the suit, the university released those 
records, but FIRE is continuing to challenge the university’s delay in court.

• FIRE’s Legislative and Policy Project secured three major victories, when South Dakota, 
Kentucky, and Alabama passed bills protecting free speech at the respective states’ public 
colleges and universities. Thanks to these legislative victories, over 400,000 students in 
these states are now free from restrictive speech policies on their campuses.

• In January, FIRE formally submitted a comment on proposed new Title IX regulations as 
part of the Department of Education’s notice-and-comment period. FIRE is hopeful that the 
final regulations will be similar to those proposed last fall, which were clearly influenced by 
our advocacy. Regardless of the outcome, we will continue promoting due process and free 
speech rights at the federal level.

• FIRE’s work has been mentioned in over 1,500 articles in more than 1,000 unique publications 
since January, including The Washington Post, The Guardian, The Atlantic, Politico, National 
Review, and more.  

• FIRE staff and representatives have made 35 television appearances and have spoken on 16 
radio programs and podcasts so far this year. 

• FIRE has produced and distributed 10 videos, along with 23 short videos formatted 
specifically to be shared on social media and targeted at specific schools. Together, these 
videos have gained tens of thousands of views and FIRE’s YouTube channel now has more 
than 5.8 million views and over 13,000 subscribers.

• FIRE boasts over 30,000 Facebook 
“likes” and more than 36,000 Twitter 
followers.

• FIRE’s podcast series, So to Speak, 
has posted 12 podcasts so far in 2019, 
which have attracted nearly 50,000 
downloads. Episodes have been 
cross-posted on Techdirt, adopted 
for classroom use at Texas Christian 
University, and more. 

• In January, FIRE launched a new 
website! As part of that redesign, we 
modernized the site and made it as 
user-friendly as possible. The new site 
has attracted over 450,000 visitors so 
far this year.  
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• The FIRE Student Network hosted its third annual Regional Conference in April in Boulder, 
Colorado. The 45 student attendees learned how to identify censorship on campus, networked 
and collaborated with their peers, and received tools and tips necessary for protecting and 
defending their right to free expression. One attendee said of the event, “It was so nice getting 
to spend time with people from all walks of life who agree on the fundamental principles of 
liberty.” He also expressed that getting to hear from “so many smart people who are experts 
in their fields . . . shows that FIRE really cares about the students.” 

• FIRE will host our twelfth annual FIRE Student Network Conference in Philadelphia July 
19-21. Applications just closed for the event, and we expect to host almost 100 students. 
Attendees will hear firsthand from prominent First Amendment advocates, with keynote 
addresses from former ACLU President Nadine Strossen and Harvard Law Professor Randall 
Kennedy. 

• FIRE’s Student Defenders program continues to train students to become peer judicial 
advocates. As of this writing, the program boasts established chapters with strong connections 
to FIRE at 12 schools nationwide, and we are working closely with students at eight other 
institutions to establish new groups. 

• In June, FIRE welcomed ten undergraduate interns and three legal interns as part of our 
Internship Program. The ten-week program will offer these interns direct experience 
defending civil liberties while also providing them with educational opportunities, including 
attending FIRE’s summer conference and participating in academic seminars with FIRE’s 
leadership and other free speech experts. 

• In January, FIRE released our third and final polling survey. The report found that students 
overwhelmingly support free speech rights as a general principle, but that support hollows 
out when they are asked more specific questions about those rights. For example, the 
survey found that 96% of students think it is important that their civil rights or liberties are 
protected, but 60% of students responded that promoting an inclusive environment should 
be a more important priority than protecting students’ free speech rights. 

• FIRE will host our third annual Faculty Conference this fall in Boston. FIRE put out a call 
for proposals for the conference in March and we will be finalizing those presentations in 
the coming weeks. We are hopeful this year’s event will be as, if not more, successful than 
previous conferences. 

• FIRE released Finding Your Voice, a free speech comic aimed at teaching high school students 
about their rights. The comic book is already having an impact; FIRE recently received a 
handwritten thank you letter from an 11-year-old Kentucky student, which read in part        
“[t]hank you for helping me understand finding your voice and freedom of speech.” Over 
8,000 copies have been distributed, including 2,700 copies to comic book stores nationwide 
to celebrate National Comic Book Day.


