
About Our Midshipmen 
It takes a special kind of young man or woman to handle the Naval Academy’s demanding program, but 
that doesn’t mean all midshipmen are alike. Midshipmen come from all 50 states, U.S. territories and 
several foreign countries.  
 
To see what this year's class looks like, see the most recent Class Portrait. 

Our Commitment 
Setting apart the Naval Academy from almost every other college and university in the country is our 
commitment to the total development of our students. Some other colleges offer more majors in 
academics. Some put more emphasis on intercollegiate athletics. But nowhere else will you find a better 
opportunity to grow intellectually, personally and physically than at the Naval Academy. If you are 
chosen to enter the Naval Academy, we believe you can complete this tough, four-year program. In fact, 
we are committed to the principle of helping every midshipman succeed. We back up that commitment 
with: 
 

● Small class size. Most classes have no more than 22 students. When you are an upperclassman, 
some courses in your major may have only five to 10 other students. 

● Low student-to-faculty ratio. Faculty members get to know you personally in and out of the 
classroom. They also are available to help with extra instruction or special projects. It’s not 
unusual to find professors and midshipmen burning the late-night oil together in an Academy 
research lab or in a classroom. 

● Protected study time. Evening study period is reserved from 8-11 p.m. Sunday through Friday to 
help all midshipmen keep up with their courses. Additionally, Nimitz Library, computer labs and 
other facilities are open for midshipmen use all day and evening, seven days a week. 

● Academic advising. To help you plan your curriculum, group and individual counseling is 
available as well as an academic adviser early in plebe year. A permanent faculty adviser is 
assigned when you select your major. 

● Leadership and counseling. Your company officer, senior enlisted advisor, and upperclass 
midshipmen in leadership positions also guide, monitor and evaluate your progress in academics, 
military performance and conduct. They also are ready to help if you need assistance as are the 
Academy’s staff of chaplains and professional counselors. 

● A sponsor program. Hundreds of families in the Annapolis area sponsor newly-arrived 
midshipmen, offering a home away from home and a place to relax off campus. Every 
midshipman has the opportunity to be sponsored by a local family. These contacts often grow into 
deep friendships that last a lifetime. 

Your Commitment 
 
Becoming a midshipman at the Naval Academy is a big step. It’s not like starting your freshman year at a 
civilian college. You make a commitment to something larger than yourself.  You take an oath of office, 
promising to be loyal to your country and to defend it if necessary. You agree to be honorable in 
everything you do and say. You’re also expected to work harder than you’ve ever worked before and to 
push yourself well beyond your perceived limits. This is how we prepare you for the challenging 
responsibilities of service as a naval officer and the opportunities of a lifetime. 
  


