
 

 

Test Questions  
 

True or False: you are helpless in the face of offensive speech. FALSE. You can walk away, speak 
back, write a letter, stage a protest, organize a debate, make a video outlining counter-arguments, 
create a work of art and publicize it, write an article or a book… 
 
True or False: People who encounter offensive speech should always report it to the authorities. 
FALSE. Most speech is constitutionally protected and the authorities will not be able to respond on 
your behalf, unless that speech falls into one of the 5 “unprotected” legal exceptions to free speech.  
 
True or False: Calling people names is unconstitutional. FALSE. It may not be nice, but it is 
constitutionally protected.  
 
True or False: Free speech Rights exist to protect offensive speech. TRUE. Inoffensive speech 
requires no protection.  
 
True or False: There is an objective, all-knowing, living authority figure who knows what the right 
ideas are and should have the authority to suppress other ideas. FALSE. This is why we allow many 
dissenting voices in the arena or marketplace of ideas.  
 
True or False: The way to convince others that your ideas are correct is to silence or suppress 
other points of view. FALSE. The way to convince others of the merits of your ideas is to form a 
convincing, persuasive argument using evidence and logic.  
 
True or False: Living in Freedom means sometimes hearing things that shock or upset you. 
TRUE.  
 
True or False: What is offensive to one person may be inoffensive or even profound to another. 
TRUE 
 
True or False: Other people are entitled to their own opinions, even if they are different from 
yours. TRUE. This is how our culture handles disagreements. To each his own.  
 
True or False: If someone yells angrily at you, you have the right to push or shove that person. 
FALSE. That is considered assault or battery. Walking away is a better option.  
 
True or False: Silencing or suppressing unwanted views makes them go away. FALSE. It may 
actually make them stronger. A better way of responded to unwanted or “hateful” views is to speak 
out against them and make a better case for opposing ideas.  
 
True or False: Authority figures should silence people who say things that make others 
uncomfortable. FALSE. On public campuses, do not have the right to attempt to silence protected 
speech.  
 



 

 

True or False: Those in the majority have the right to impose their views on those in the minority. 
FALSE. Each person always retains his/her own freedom of conscience. In America, no one gets to 
tell you what views you have to hold.  
 
True or False: Parody and Satire are protected under the First Amendment. TRUE 
 
True or False: Free speech rights protect the rights of people to be ignorant or mistaken. TRUE.  
 
 
 

 
 


