


The First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

 

Class Description & Goals 

 
OCC Catalog Description: “Read, analyze, and  
write on works of non-fiction applying critical thinking 
skills and research. Formulate and compose written 
argument. Recognize logical fallacies, rhetorical 
strategies, implicit meaning, and use inductive/deductive 
reasoning.” 

This Class’s Goal: In this age of social media, 
alternative facts, clickbait news, media bias, political 
polarization, and black-and-white thinking, the goal of 
this class is to teach you critical thinking skills so that 
you can be a smart and discerning thinker, writer, 
citizen, and member of society. Being aware of what is 
truthful, distorted, pivoted, credible, truth-by-popularity or 
truth-by-ingroup will help you to be able to measure and 

critically think through everyday issues⎯personal, 
social, work-related, or political.         

Learning Modes and Styles; Critical Thinking;  

Controversial Issues, Authors, & Materials 

Modes: Except for the beginning of each unit and a 
portion of our online classes, we will regularly focus on 
developing critical reasoning skills via practice, analysis, 
and discussion, not lecture; this class is experientially 
and interactively oriented. Class activities will include 
lectures at the start of units, mini-lectures, class 
discussions, small group work, individual/group 
analyses, peer reviews/workshops, quizzes, in-class 
writings, and films. The online class includes regular and 
substantive interaction.   

Critical Thinking: This class will encourage exploration 
of thought so that a variety of diverse 
opinions can be heard, discussed, and 
examined—respectfully, critically, and 
thoughtfully. Therefore, your responses 
and contributions are essential to a 
lively, challenging, and spirited class 
environment. Every student will be 

expected to contribute ideas, thoughts, and critiques. 
Diversity of opinion is expected and important. 

Controversial Issues, Authors, & Materials: This class 
will be focused on critical reasoning based on classic 
and contemporary issues. This is an open classroom 
where all considered ideas are explored and 
examined, as true critical analysis explores many 
facets of an idea and is both passionate and civil.  
Please note that we may deal with issues, ideas, 
authors, and materials that may be controversial, read 
and see things beyond a PG-13 rating, and deal with 
uncomfortable facts and opinions—parts of the critical 
thinking process. Furthermore, the instructor may 
employ a devil’s advocate, oppositional, or roleplaying 
position from time to time or ask you to do so (often in a 
group activity), in order to fully examine a work or issue 
from a variety of perspectives. 

. 

Course Work; Grading; & Attendance, 
Participation, and Drop Policies** 

Honors Students See Honors Addendum 

Grades are earned and based on academic achievement.     
Grades may be posted in our Canvas classroom; however, the class 
participation grade may not be included there. Please be aware that 
your grades can fluctuate throughout the semester based on large-

point assignments. Semester grades are not officially calculated until 
the end of the semester. You may calculate your own grade any time 
based on the weighted percentage system noted below. Feel free to 
speak to the professor at any time about your grade or to make an 

appointment to do so. 

Major Assignments, 75% (300 points total): (1) in-class 

essay writing (50 pts), (2) take-home Toulmin argument essay 
(100 pts.), (3) take-home rebuttal or Rogerian argument essay 
(100 pts.), and (4) final in-class writing or take-home 

philosophical reasoning essay (50 pts.). ** 

Supporting Assignments, 15%, (points vary per 
semester—usually 5-20 points each assignment): 
Quizzes, homework, workshops, some journals, and extra-
credit assignments. 

Class Participation, 10% (200 points total): 
Participation in On-Campus and Online Classroom: 
Regular and effective participation in both quantity and quality 
in the on-campus and online classrooms—in large group, small 
group, and individual work. Active, involved, focused 
participation is essential to learn and understand the class 
concepts fully. You may miss two on-campus or online class 
meetings without penalty to your participation grade, but you 
must still submit all graded work on time.  

** Successful Course Completion and Mastery: In order to 
earn a passing semester grade (C or above), you must 
complete each major assignment, earn a 70% or more on an 
in-class essay, and earn an average of 70% or more on the 
four major assignments. If you do not earn 70% on the first 
in-class essay, there may be a scheduled make-up during 
the semester or the final will be an in-class essay. 

________________________________________________ 

Tardies, Early Departures, & Absences: Arriving late, 
leaving early, and being out of class will affect your learning 
and grade as you will not be here to share, learn, reason, and 
participate; however, it is better to be late than absent. If you 
arrive late to an on-campus meeting, let the instructor 
know you are present if the quiz has already been taken.   

Attendance, Participation, & Drop Policy: Regular 
attendance and participation is expected; however, you may 
miss two class meetings, on-campus or online, without an 
effect on your participation grade—although graded work is still 
due on time. If you miss class, contact the instructor. You may 
be dropped by the professor if you are absent the first two 
weeks without prior notification, or have four consecutive 
absences during the semester, or six total absences—
even if you miss class due to illness or reasons beyond 
your control; however, it is your responsibility to officially 

drop from the class if you no longer wish to be enrolled. 
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