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violence laws. Domestic violence can be a single act or a pattern of behavior, based on the 
frequency, nature, and severity of the conduct. 

c. Sexual Assault: Contact is any sexual contact, including sexual touching for the purpose 
of sexual gratification of either party or degrading or abusing such person, without a 
person’s consent. Sexual touching includes contact under or over clothing with another 
person’s anus, breasts, buttocks, genitals, groin or inner thigh; touching another person 
anywhere with any of these body parts; making another person touch any of these body 
parts under or over clothing; or the emission of ejaculate on the clothing or body of another 
person. 

d. Sexual Assault: Penetration is any form of vaginal, anal, or oral penetration or attempted 
penetration, however slight, by a penis, object, tongue, or finger without a person’s consent. 
This term includes incest and statutory rape. 

e. Sexual Harassment is unwelcome verbal or physical behavior based on a person’s sex 
(including sexual orientation, gender, gender expression and gender identity, including 
transgender status). Conduct is considered “unwelcome” if the individual did not request 
or invite it and considered the conduct to be undesirable or offensive. This includes 
unwelcome conduct when: (1) a CUNY employee conditions the provision of an aid, 
benefit, or service of CUNY on an individual’s participation in unwelcome sexual conduct 
(quid pro quo); and/or (2) such conduct alters the conditions of, or has the effect of 
interfering with, an individual’s educational or work experience by creating an 
intimidating, hostile or offensive environment (hostile environment). The effect will be 
evaluated based on the perspective of a reasonable person in the position of a complainant. 
While it is not possible to list all circumstances that might constitute Sexual Harassment, 
the following are some examples of conduct that might constitute such harassment: 

i. Suggestive body language or inappropriate or unwelcome physical contact that 
does not qualify as Sexual Assault: Contact; 

ii. Verbal abuse or offensive comments of a sexual nature, including sexual slurs, 
persistent or pervasive sexually explicit statements, questions, jokes or anecdotes, 
degrading words regarding sexuality or gender, suggestive or obscene letters, notes, 
or invitations; 

iii. Making lewd or sexual comments about an individual’s appearance, body, or 
clothing; 

iv. Visual displays or distribution of sexually explicit drawings, pictures, or written 
materials;  

v. Undue and unwanted attention, such as repeated inappropriate flirting, staring, or 
making sexually suggestive gestures; or 

vi. Offensive comments regarding a person’s sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression, such as persistent mocking or disparagement of a person based 
on a perceived lack of stereotypical masculinity or femininity. 

f. Stalking means engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would 
cause a reasonable person to: (1) fear for their safety or the safety of others or (2) suffer 
substantial emotional distress. This Policy addresses stalking that is based on sex (including 
sexual orientation, gender, gender expression and gender identity, including transgender 
status). All other stalking will be addressed under other applicable policies. 
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g. Title IX Sexual Harassment is a subset of the broader definition of Sexual Harassment 
above. It is defined by the USDOE to mean conduct on the basis of sex7 that occurs in 
CUNY’s education program or activity against a person in the United States and that 
satisfies one or more of the following: (1) a CUNY employee conditioning the provision 
of an aid, benefit, or service of CUNY on an individual’s participation in unwelcome sexual 
conduct; (2) unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable person to be so severe, 
pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a person equal access to 
CUNY’s education program or activity; or (3) Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Domestic 
Violence, or Stalking as defined in this Policy.  

h. Voyeurism is unlawful surveillance and includes acts that violate a person's right to 
privacy in connection with their body and/or sexual activity such as:  

i. Viewing another person’s sexual activity, intimate body parts, or nakedness in a 
place where that person would have a reasonable expectation of privacy, without 
that person’s consent.  

ii. Recording images (e.g. video, photograph) or audio of another person’s sexual 
activity, intimate body parts, or nakedness where that person would have a 
reasonable expectation of privacy, without that person’s consent; 

iii. Disseminating images (e.g. video, photograph) or audio of another person’s sexual 
activity, intimate body parts, or nakedness where that person would have a 
reasonable expectation of privacy, if the individual distributing the images or audio 
knows or should have known that the person depicted in the images or audio did 
not consent to such disclosure; or 

iv. Using or installing, or permitting the use or installation of a device for the purpose 
of recording another person’s sexual activity, intimate body parts or nakedness in a 
place where the person would have a reasonable expectation of privacy without that 
person’s consent. 

 
Other important terms and concepts addressed in this Policy: 

 
a. Consent means affirmative consent.  
b. Affirmative Consent is a knowing, voluntary and mutual decision among all participants 

to engage in sexual activity. Consent can be given by words or actions, as long as those 
words or actions create clear permission regarding willingness to engage in the sexual 
activity. Silence or lack of resistance, in and of itself, does not demonstrate consent. The 
definition of consent does not vary based upon a participant’s sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression. 

i. Consent to any sexual act or prior consensual sexual activity between or with any 
party does not necessarily constitute consent to any other sexual act.  

ii. In order to give consent, one must be of legal age (17 years or older in New York).  
iii. Consent is required regardless of whether the person initiating the act is under the 

influence of drugs and/or alcohol.  
iv. Consent cannot be given when a person is incapacitated, which occurs when an 

individual lacks the ability to knowingly choose to participate in sexual activity. 
Incapacitation may be caused by lack of consciousness or being asleep, being 

                                                
7 “Based on sex” includes sexual orientation, gender, gender expression and gender identity, including transgender 
status. 


