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F.I.R.E. describes the “Anti-Racist Rhetoric and Pedagogies” workshop offered by three 
Assistant Teaching Professors in OU’s First-year Writing Program as “indoctrination.” The OU 
AAUP entirely rejects this characterization. 
 
As F.I.R.E. well knows, the tradition of academic freedom embodies a different understanding of 
speech in the classroom than that captured by blanket invocations of the First Amendment.  Are 
all opinions equally valid in a college classroom?   
 
The FYC curriculum asks students first to examine their own values and understand the way in 
which values and worldviews affect how individuals and groups act in the world. The 
assignments are carefully crafted to invite students to write about issues that matter to them. The 
goal of the assignments is to help students understand how to speak and write to those who think 
differently from themselves--to explore multiple sides of an issue and to research how 
stakeholders of that issue are invested in it. ALL students must explore an issue from multiple 
sides, whether their initial position is progressive or conservative. This work builds the capacity 
of students to be engaged citizens.  
 
As historian Joan Scott further notes in the AAUP Journal of Academic Freedom, the constraints 
upon free speech that govern classroom discourse are legitimized by the professor’s own 
academic disciplinary authority.  Such constraints are not demands for “silent acquiescence in 
the face of indoctrination”; rather, they are the basis for training in critical thought, a training that 
will ultimately empower students to “question orthodoxy and challenge it from a position of 
knowledge rather than one of unexamined belief”.[1] F.I.R.E.’s claim about “indoctrination” 
assumes that college-level humanities instruction can be reduced to a binary model, one in which 
all knowledge can be encapsulated in the form of “questions” which have two “sides” for which 
one might abstractly advocate in turn.  In rejecting this simplistic binary, the instructors of the 
“Anti-Racist Rhetoric and Pedagogy” workshop speak from the perspective of democratic 
pedagogy and are backed by the tradition of academic freedom.  
 
 The OU AAUP strongly condemns FIRE’s efforts to intimidate these faculty members. 
 

[1] Scott, J. 2010. On Free Speech and Academic Freedom. AAUP Journal of Academic 
Freedom, 8, page 6. 

 



For further information, please contact OU-AAUP Vice President, Julie Ward 
(wardjulie@gmail.com) and OU-AAUP President, Michael Givel (mgivel1@gmail.com) 
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