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Edwin D. Williamson

John W. Altman, Chairman November 14, 2019 

Dear Member of the Board of Trustees: 

The American Council of Trustees and Alumni has written to you in the past 

to express its concern over the treatment of Robert Mundheim Professor of 

Law Amy Wax. We are also aware that Paul Levy, a dedicated Penn alumnus, 

whose brilliant career should be an honor to the school, has never received a 

response from President Gutmann regarding his concerns, nor, apparently, 

has the matter had the kind of serious board discussion that it merits. It is an 

ethical issue of urgent concern. 

The reputational damage to the University of Pennsylvania that the 

infringement of Professor Wax’s academic freedom caused also grows more 

severe. I enclose two recent articles illustrating this matter. You are probably 

aware that, due the adoption of new policies which unduly threaten protected 

speech, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) has 

revoked Penn’s prestigious “Green Light” rating. 

The treatment of Amy Wax violates the principles laid out in Penn’s own 

“Guidelines on Open Expression” and Faculty Handbook. We urge you to 

investigate with candor and objectivity the continuing sanctions that Penn 

Law has imposed on Professor Wax, and call upon the Penn administration to 

remedy the offense she has suffered. The loss of Penn’s “Green Light” rating 

should also be an alarm bell that causes the campus to commit to a better 

culture of free speech and inquiry. 

ACTA stands ready to offer advice and guidance on ways to build an 

enduring culture of freedom of expression on campus. Please feel most 

welcome to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

Respectfully, 

Michael B. Poliakoff, Ph.D. 

President 
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