
Truckers, Protests, Emergency Acts, and 
an American Convoy

Objective: To further students' understanding of the American right to  
protest, including its legal limitations.

Materials: Accompanying videos, news articles, and discussion questions

Time Required: 30-40 minutes 

Warm-up questions:

Have you heard about the Canadian trucker protests?  

What do you know about that situation? What is the truckers’ position?  

What is the position of the Prime Minister?  

Why do you think he invoked Canada’s Emergencies Act?  

Was that the right thing for him to do? Why or Why not? 

Lesson prompt: 

Show the videos about the Canadian and American trucker convoys. You can also ask  
students to read the accompanying news articles. 

Discussion questions: 

What is the position of the truckers who are heading to Washington, DC? What do they want 
and what do they hope to accomplish? 

What does the law say about the right to protest in the United States? 

The First Amendment to the Constitution states that: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

Which sections of the First Amendment apply here? 

Are there any limits to the right to protest? What are they?

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TBqJETI2fVgL_EDJxMFC5DCs-vpz0Yek?usp=sharing


Generally, “time, place, and manner” restrictions define when, where, and how a speaker 
may present a message. For example, while it may be permissible to shout “Stop the war!” or 
“Support our troops!” at noon in the open space in front of a campus administration building, 
the campus administration has the right to prevent the same speech from being delivered at 
the same decibel level in the hall of a dormitory at 3:00 AM.

What do you think would be reasonable “time, place, and manner” restrictions on the 
planned trucker protests when they arrive in Washington, DC? 

Do you agree/disagree with the American truckers’ position? [Allow students to reserve  
judgment or to say “I’m not sure.”]

Does your opinion of their cause change your opinion on the exercise of their right to protest? 
Would you feel differently if the protest was a cause you did/didn’t agree with? 

Key takeaways: 

The First Amendment of the Constitution guarantees to all U.S. citizens, including K-12 
students, the right to protest. The government may not engage in viewpoint discrimination 
regarding citizen protests, but they can enforce reasonable restrictions.

Want to continue the discussion? 
Check out FIRE’s Right to Protest lesson.

https://www.thefire.org/first-amendment-library/freedom-of-speech-expression/time-place-and-manner-restrictions/
https://www.thefire.org/resources/high-school-network/high-school-curriculum/right-to-protest/

